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Did you know? 

 

Is your business 
rated with the Better 
Business Bureau? 

 

Check it out at 
www.bbb.org! 

� � � 
 �� � � �  

Storm Lake United (SLU) continues to move forward with combining the  
Chamber of Commerce and Area Development Corporation organizations.  The 
Board has finalized the name, logo, and bylaws. We are currently completing the 
incorporation paperwork, posting the Executive Director position, and recruiting 
dedicated committee members.  The following committees are being established: 
  

Business Recruitment - Steve Brashears, Chair 
Tourism/Marketing - Cathy Grothe, Chair 
Investor Development - Dave Feddersen, Chair 
Community Betterment - Mike Rust, Chair 
 

If you are interested in working on one of these committees, please contact the 
Chair to learn more.  Planning sessions will be held later in June to get each 
group off to a strong start!   

Storm Lake United 
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Sponsored by these area businesses 

Spor t’s Rehab &  Uniquely You * Nor thwest Communications *  Curves   
Chesterman Coca-Cola *  Central Bank *  Hy-Vee *  Buena Vista University  
MetaBank *  Taco Johns * De Anda’s Auto Sales *  Baymont Inn and Suites  

Buena Vista Regional Medical Center  *  Schuelke Auto *  Family Time Rental  
Her itage Bank *  Fitzpatr ick Auto Center  *  Secur ity Trust and Savings Bank  
Rasmussen Ford *  Integr ity Physical &  Occupational Therapy *  McDonalds  

K ing’s Pointe Waterpark Resor t *  Al’s L iquors *  Floors, Etc.   
Citizens Community Credit Union  

Get your  foursome together  to join us for  a great day of golf! 
Shot Gun Star t at 11:00am 

Registration Fee: $75/person  
Includes lunch, dinner  &  car t  

Dinner  Only Registration: $13 per  person 



May turned out to be a month of “ thank 
you’s” . BVU, St Mary’s 5th and 6th 
grade, and SL High School staff and 
students were busy cleaning up parks 
and streets and planting flowers. What a 

great attitude among our young people. 
 

Congratulations to Yoga Up and Shamrock Boat Sales 
at the State Marina for their Grand Openings and 
Ribbon Cuttings. We thank them for joining the 
Chamber. Thanks also to Dan Berglund at Gold Key 
Mortgage and the folks at Plains Area Mental Health for 
hosting Chamber Coffees in May. 
 

Thank you to the 185 Air Wing of the Iowa National 
Guard for inviting several of us to join them on a mid-
air refueling exercise. It was a privilege and a really 
unique experience to observe the procedure up close. 
Thanks  to Sgt Harold and Paul Monson for arranging 
the details. 
 

Lots of things are happening on the tourism front.  We 
have received 5,500 inquiries about Storm Lake from 
ads we placed in regional magazines. We have mailed 
them information and hope many will visit us this year. 
 

We received a grant of $7,600 from Western Iowa 
Tourism Region to help us to promote Storm Lake in 

adjacent states. This will help us reach potential visitors 
who are just a few hours drive away. 
 

The Convention and Visitors Bureau also partnered with 
Methodist Manor to add two more tree sculptures along 
the lake. Residents and visitors now have even more to 
see as they walk along our beautiful shore. 
 

SLADC recently purchased the lot where Peterson 
Appliance and Mechura Electric were housed. Those 
buildings will be removed and the lots leveled to make 
them attractive to potential new businesses. We are 
combining the existing narrow lot with a lot to the rear 
which will allow a new business to meet the current 
building codes for setbacks from the street. 
 

Sears will be conducting an open house on June 11 to 
look for an entrepreneur to operate a store in Storm 
Lake. SLADC may be able to offer some low interest 
financing for a portion of such a project through the new 
Revolving Loan Fund. Contact me for further 
information. 
 

We have several people looking to upgrade or expand 
their stores with this program which speaks volumes for 
the positive business attitude in Storm Lake.  
 

Keep up the great work and have a great June! 
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Check out these pictures I proudly took 
while being part of a “bosses lift”  with 
the Sioux City based 185th Air Wing of 
the Iowa National Guard on May 14th. 
This is an experience I will never forget 
and am pretty proud of the pictures! 

 

All of this was possible through The Employer Support 
of the Guard and Reserve (ESGR), a national 
organization that provides information and services to 
both employers and employees involved in the armed 
forces. This organization continues to increase public 
understanding of the essential role of the Guard and 
Reserve in preserving our national security.  In order to 
say thank you to some of the many employers in NW 
Iowa the Sioux City based Iowa National Guard hosted 
the “bosses lift” . 
 

The following were given the opportunity to fly on a re-
fueling flight in a KC-135. Mike Brungardt of Wal-
Mart, Mrylon Kizer of Tyson Fresh Meats, Tom 
Fitzpatrick of Fitzpatrick Auto Center, Gary Lalone and 
myself. Ask them to show off their pictures! 

All have joined with many other employers in  signing a 
“Statement of Support for the Guard and Reserve”  
pledging to recognize, honor and enforce the Uniformed 
Services Employment and Reemployment Rights Act 
(USERRA). They will see that their managers and 
supervisors will have the tools they need to effectively 
manage those employees who serve in the Guard and 
Reserve. They will also continue to recognize and 
support our country’s service members and their 
families in peace, in crisis, and in war. 
 

I must give my special thanks to the Storm Lake 
National Guard Det 21-175 Field 
Artillery and Sergeant Harold for 
inviting Gary and me along for the 
ride. I also personally know the 
Buena Vista County representative 
for the ESGR, my husband, Paul 
Monson. We are proud parents of 
Capitan Scott Monson of the 
Alaska National Guard. For more 
information on Guard and Reserve 
call Paul at 712-299-0612. 



3 

�
Summer is here and the Taste of Storm Lake is                  
beginning. Come by the BV County Courthouse lawn 
to support the following local non-profits and eat 
something tasty in June!  

June 4...HyNoon Kiwanis 
June 11...BV County 4-H 
June 18...SL Schools Before and After  
    School Programs  
June 25...Community Ed/Sara Lee 

Taste of Storm Lake  

Please submit your 2010 events for publication by 
July 15th.  

Upcoming Community Events 
 

June 13: Marathon to Marathon 
June 20: Storm Lake Summer Sailstice 

June 20: Summerfest (Albert City) 
July 3-4: Star Spangled Spectacular 

You are cordially invited… 
 

Tuesday, June 4 
10:30am 

Chamber Coffee at BV Renal Center  
~ 

Wednesday, June 10  
10:30am 

Ribbon Cutting at Bob’s Auto 
(new building at 321 W. 4th Street) 

~ 
Wednesday, June 17 

10:30am 
Ribbon Cutting at About Kneads (540 Oneida) 

~ 
Wednesday, June 17 

5:00pm 
Ribbon Cutting at The Oaks at Lake Creek 

~ 
Tuesday, June 23 

3:30pm 
Ribbon Cutting for   

Iowa DNR and Shamrock Boat Sales 
at Storm Lake State Mar ina 

~ 
Wednesday, June 24 

10:30am 
Ribbon Cutting at Color-ize 

~ 
Wednesday, July 1  

10:30am 
Chamber Coffee at Pronto (5 year  anniversary) 

As previously published the Storm Lake Chamber of 
Commerce Board of Directors has advised all Storm 
Lake Bucks CertifiChecks holders to submit a copy of 
certificates they are holding and their contact                
information to the Chamber before the deadline of 
June 1, 2009.  That deadline has been extended to June 
30, 2009. After that date unredeemed CertifiChecks 
will not be accepted. 
 

Businesses have been advised not to accept or deposit 
any CertifiChecks gift certificates as they will               
be returned. Employers who have purchased Certi-
fiChecks have been advised not to hand them out to 
their employees. Employees who have CertifiChecks 
need to submit their contact information and a copy of 
their CertifiChecks to the Chamber. 
 

The Chamber will issue refund checks to the Certi-
fiChecks holders who have submitted their contact 
information and will attempt to recover funds from 
now bankrupt CertifiChecks Company. Refund checks 
will be mailed out in July. 
 

Thank the community for your patience and                 
understanding of the matter. We encourage you to 
continue to buy locally and support your community’s                
businesses and services. 

Certifichecks Update 

Summer is here! Give us a call if you need more 
Storm Lake brochures, magazines, and/or maps.  

Plans for Crazy Days (July 23, 24 and 25) are in the 
works with the theme “3 Crazy Days and 1 Crazy 
Night!”  Not only will there be crazy prices and extra 
shopping hours on all three days, but on Saturday 
there will be a classic car show downtown with music 
and entertainment. There will be meal deals offered         
at participating restaurants and even              
possibly a crazy auction. All businesses 
are encouraged to promote their               
summer specials, extend their hours and 
make the most of this opportunity to 
promote their businesses. 

Crazy Days 
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Welcome New Member ! 
 

Paradise Pedicab 
507 Oneida Street 
Storm Lake, IA 50588 
(712)229-7638 
www.siter ight.com/lalaspedicabservices 
Courtesy rickshaw rides to public. Leasing available 
for special events. Advertising space available. Hours 
and rates online. 

� �

Santa’s Castle Gets New Director  

KCHE Summer Auction 
 

KCHE Summer Auction will include thousands of 
dollars in merchandise and gift certificates from area 
businesses. Prices start at just 50% of retail value. The 
auction starts Wednesday, June 3rd at 2:00pm.            
Tune into KCHE 92.1FM and 1440AM. For more                      
information, go to www.kche.com. 

Congratulations goes to Ron Stevenson, the new direc-
tor of Santa’s Castle. Ron has taken over the duties of 
the past Director, Candy Clough. We look forward to 
working with Ron and know that his talents will come 
in handy! 
 

The Santa’ s Castl e               
committee is looking for 
more members and invites 
the community to “Jump 
Right In!”  and become 
part of Storm Lakes unique holiday attraction. Com-
mittee members are (left to right): Ron Hott, Katie 
Schwint, Helen Bosley, Sue Sorenson, Erika Dierking, 
Rhonda Ringgenberg, (seated): Ron Steveson, Candy 
Clough.�

Sears Seeks Local Entrepreneur  
to Operate Store in Storm Lake 

 

Sears, Roebuck and Co. has served rural customers 
through its Authorized Hometown Store program 
since the early 1990s and is looking for a local entre-
preneur to own and operate a store in Storm Lake. 
Since 1993, Sears has helped entrepreneurs success-
fully open over 900 Hometown stores in 48 states. 
Sears Hometown stores typically have between 6,000 
and 10,000 square feet of selling space and offer a 
wide selection of appliances, electronics, tools and 
lawn and garden equipment, including Sears exclusive 
brands such as Kenmore, Craftsman and DieHard.  
 

“The Hometown Store owner is responsible for start-
up and on-going operating expenses associated with 
the store including: building or leasing a facility; pro-
viding in-store fixtures; hiring and training employ-
ees; payroll; and insurance,”  said Gerald Huston, Re-
gional Development Manager for Sears Hometown 
stores.  “The Sears Hometown store program is not 
considered a franchise program because Sears does 
not require an individual to purchase inventory or pay 
an annual licensing fee. The stores are supported by 
the Sears retail network, which includes providing in-
ventory, advertising, delivery support and training.”  
 

For additional information, contact Gerald Huston at 
(816)674-3833, go to www.searsdealerstores.com or 
stop by an Open House at the Chamber office on June 
11th from 5:00-7:00pm to meet him in person. 

Witter Gallery presents “9 Days of Summer: The Total 
Art Experience” . Camp will go from 2:30-4:00pm 
each day and is open to kids ages 4-12 (children under 
the age of 7 must bring an adult). Cost is $15/student 
($12/student for multiple family members). Pre-
registration is required and classes are open to the first 
25 who sign up. 

Tuesday 9: Cartoons of Us 
Wednesday 10: Driftwood Day  
Thursday 11: The American Flag Celebration  
Tuesday 16: The Art of Cooking  
Wednesday 17: Wrap It  
Thursday 18: Make your own board game 
Tuesday 23: Everything outside comes inside  
Wednesday 24: Visit Outer Space  
Friday  26: Everything Iowa  

For more information, Call Ron at 732-3400. 

Summer Ar t Camp 

The Star Spangled Spectacular celebration will be  
bigger and better this year with lots of new activities 
and more things to do. The Storm Lake Chamber will 
be setting up an information booth on July 4th, and we 
are asking for volunteers to help out. Visitors are         
always looking for information on food booths and 
event schedules. If you would like to spend at hour 
meeting and greeting our visitors, call the Chamber 
and get signed up. It is a great way to “Jump right in 
and promote Storm Lake!”  

Volunteers Needed 



Web Trends Report  
Chamber Website 

 

May Visits: 2,226 
 

Top pages:  
 

1. Visitors Guide 
2. Business Guide 
3. Attractions 
4. Calendar 
5. May Newsletter  

Chamber Coffees, Ribbon Cuttings and Business 
After  Hours 

 

Who 
Employers and employees of Chamber member              

businesses and their customers are invited to attend. 
 

When 
Wednesdays at 10:30am and/or 5:00pm. 

 

What and Why 
Chamber events provide an opportunity to network 

and spotlight businesses around Storm Lake. Host an 
event to show off an addition, celebrate an                           

anniversary, or just to let people know what your  
business is all about. 

 

Host a Coffee or  Business After  Hours 
Sign up to host an event by calling the Chamber.  

Thank you Beautifiers! 

Thank you to all the BVU 
students, faculty, and staff 
that participated in Buenafi-
cation Day! They worked 
hard beautifying the city. A 
special thank you goes to the 
groups that came to the 
Chamber and were sent downtown to clean sidewalks, 
flowerbeds, and streets and to the group that went to 
Santa’s Castle. 

 

Thank you  to St. Mary’s 5th and 
6th graders and their teachers for 
helping plant several of the 
downtown flowerbeds. Seven 
retailers provided the plants and 
the students went right to work. 
Now the flowerbeds are there for 

everyone to enjoy including the kids!   

Last Month in Pictures 

Chamber Coffee: 
Gold Key Mortgage 

Ribbon  
Cutting: 

Yoga Up! 

Chamber Coffee: 
Plains Area Mental  

Health Center 
celebrates Mental  

Health Month 

Ribbon Cutting: 
Shamrock Boat 

Sales 

The Retail Promotions Team put together a successful 
“go green”  campaign for Storm Lake, coordinating the 
event with Earth Day and BVU’s Buenafication Day 
called “Storm Lake goes green…What’s in your gar-
bage can?”. Businesses were encouraged to promote 
environmentally friendly practices or products while 
encouraging recycling. Many businesses entered the 
garbage can decorating contest and displayed their 
creative entries on the sidewalks and in their busi-
nesses. The winners were 1st place: Floors Etc., 2nd 
place: Citizens 1st National Bank and 3rd went to 
Sugar Bowl. They received advertising packages from 
the Pilot-Tribune. Sunshine Services of Iowa provided 
the dumpsters and Hy-Vee designed the banners for 
the dumpsters. Thanks to everyone who participated, 
brought recyclable paper products and helped to make 
this event a success! 

Storm Lake Goes Green 

� �

The newest 
tree carvings: 
Blue Herons 
at Methodist 

Manor 

New Car 
Dealer Days 
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Steve Brashears-Real Estate Specialists 

Ben Guenther-MetaBank 

Jay Butterfield-Silk Screen Ink, Inc. 

Dan Hegarty-MidAmerican Energy 

Margaret Redenbaugh-Buena Vista 
University 

Todd Hudspeth-BVRMC 

Butch Sadusky-Citizen’s First National Bank 

Mike Todd-Central Bank 

Rhonda Christensen-ISU Extension 

Bob Reno-Ranco Fertiservice 

Mrylon Kizer-Tyson Fresh Meats 

Ben Dvergsten-Security Trust &  

Savings Bank 

Ken Davis-BV Stationery & Printing 

Scott Anderson-Buena Vista University 

Stacey Eddie-State Farm Insurance 

Paul Merten, ex officio-Board of Supervisors  

Mike Wilson, ex officio-City Administration 

Gary Lalone-Executive Director, SLADC 

� � 	 � ��� �� �
�� 
�� � �� ��� � � 	 �� � � � � � 	 �� ��
� � � � � 	 � � �� � � �� 
� 	 � �� � � � �� 	 � � �
� � � � 
� � � � � 
�� � 	 � � 	 � 
�� � �� � � 	 � �

� � � � � 	 �  �! � � 
��	 � � �
� �� � � 
� � 
�
� � � �" �
� �
� � � � � 	 � � �� 	 �� � � � 
�� � � 
�  �

Chamber  Board Members 

Josh Newhouse-Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans 

Mike Porsch-Hy-Vee Clinic Pharmacy 

Mike Rust-Rust’s Western Shed 

Cathy Grothe-Buena Vista University 

Buzz Paterson-KAYL/KKIA 

Pat Cowan-CommUNITY Ed 

Tim Smith-Fratzke and Jensen Funeral Home 

Renea Seagren-United Community Health 
Center 

Dave Feddersen-MetaBank 

Rhonda Ringgenberg-Paxton©s Jewelry 

Chris Rasmussen-Rasmussen Ford 

Robin Eddy, ex officio-Ambassadors 

Patti Moore, ex officio-City of Storm Lake 

Marilyn Monson-Managing Director, Chamber 
of Commerce 


