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Did you know?

The merger of the
Chamber and SLADC
will be complete on
September 15.
Storm Lake United
will begin on
September 16.

| Thanks with Franks/Fall Festival |

This year’s City-Wide Customer Appreciation Night will be held on
September 17th. Local business owners will have the opportunity to
serve free hotdogs while saying “ Thanks” for shopping Storm Lake.
Last year over 3,000 hot dogs were served including several North
Lake Avenue businesses that participated.

The cost of a case of hotdogs (96) and 10 packages of buns (100) is$ 25 and can
be purchased by calling Mike Rust of Rust Western Shed at 732-2537. Feel free
to order additional hotdogs and buns! Make plans to provide condiments or other
snacks. Make checks payable to the Storm Lake United. Free Coke products will
be served downtown by the Storm Lake Ambassadors. Citizens 1st National
Bank will serve free ice cream. Serving starts at 6:00pm. This was very success-
ful last year in drawing families downtown for the evening.

Back by popular demand: the scarecrow contest! All businesses are encouraged
to enter. The event’s permit allows everyone to set the scarecrows outside on
their sidewalks. These clever “ Sidewalk Sitters’” will be on display from Septem-
ber 12-26 and will be abig hit for young and old alike as there will be comical
themes and crazy ouitfits. Contact Helen Bosley or Celia Knofflock to register
your scarecrow. Judging and prizes are sponsored by the Pilot-Tribune.

There will be alive KAYL scarecrow to greet customers on the sidewalks down-
town and you can have your picture taken with him complements of Walgreens.
Heritage Bank’s “Mr. Pumpkin” will be available for pictures and hand out
treats. The City of Storm Lake Fire and Police Departments will be setting up
their fire trucks, command center and other equipment. Witter Gallery will host a
pumpkin cookie decorating table in front of the sponsoring stores, Floors, Etc.
and Hoffman’s Flower and Candle Shop. Children 10 and under may decorate
their cookies free of charge. A Pumpkin Patch is tentatively planned to have
pumpkins for sale.

Be sureto join in the fun on Thursday, September 17" with free hotdogs, cook-
ies, pop and ice cream for everyone! The fun starts at 6:00pm and ends when the
food is gone. For more information, please call Storm Lake United at 732-3780.

BVU Scavenger Hunt
Thank you to the 20 businesses that have chosen to participate in the 1st Annual
BVU “Get to Know Your College Town” Scavenger Hunt. Students will receive
their maps during the Plunge on September 3rd and throughout the day on the

4th. Students will have until the 9th to go into participating businesses, answer
questions, and then bring their completed forms to the office or to a designated
on-campus location. Each business will give away $50 in gift certificates and
Storm Lake United will draw a winner from the completed forms to receive a
$250 gift card to be used anywhere in Storm Lake!




Thiswill bethelast ‘At aGlance' |
will be writing after eight years of
constantly being on the lookout for
information to share with you. Today
there are just afew memories | want to
share.

In the past 8 years the Ag Show was one of my favorites
with over 80 vendors and hours of work transforming a
vacant building into a showcase of red curtains and
displays. The challenge each year was to find one more
vacant building large enough for the show. Reality set in
when every building in Storm Lake was filled with a
business. That was the good news. The bad news was no
more Ag Show. | had always hoped for a convention
center facility for the Ag Show with the two most
important elements, a garage door for the large
equipment to drive through and more than enough
electrical circuitsto hold today’ s computer displays and
lighting needs. Keep working on that one!

The Annual Banguet was another evening to remember
as members were recognized by their peers for jobs well
done through the past year. Those were some proud
moments and memories. The Northwest lowa Bridal
Show at King's Pointe Waterpark Resort was the best
although the weather seemed to control the attendance.
Same with the annual Golf Tournament but with the

help of Lake Creek’s staff no one seemed to care about
the weather rain or shine! And then there were the
Carson and Barns Circus elephants who always | et
things pile up while they visited.

The 2009 Membership Drive was the most successful in
the 8 years | have been here. There are 32 new members
in comparison to an average of 14 in years past. The
challenge is to get members involved, encourage them
to promote their business through a Chamber
Coffee/Business After Hours and invite them to be on
one of the many Chamber committees. And the
Ambassadors, the movers and the shakers that are
always there to promote Storm Lake at events and
gatherings. A great group of people | will truly miss
working with.

Chris Boeckman said he cried when heread | was
leaving...so did I! When my husband was asked what
he was going to do now that | would be around the
house...Hisreply, “Hide!” We just moved my mother
to Storm Lake so | could stop in to see her more often.
Sorry about that Mom! Little old ladies think | am going
to open my dress shop again @ause they missit so
much. Get over it! That was 19 years ago! Everyone
thinks | am retiring. Nope! My husband gives me three
weeks at the most and then it will be time to get serious
about a new challenge. Continued on page 6

Gary Lalone, Executive Director

Thank you to all the members of the
Chamber and Area Development for
your trust and investment over the years.

The past 6 years have brought many
successes to our community through strong efforts and
much teamwork.

The future looks challenging and exciting. We are
fortunate to live in Storm Lake for many benefitsit
providesits citizens. Strong employers such as Tyson,
Sara Lee, and Buena Vista Regional Medical Center
help keep unemployment low. Our strong education
system and diverse population are great positives. The
Lakeitself and King's Pointe Waterpark make us a great
placeto live or visit.

| want to thank you for your patience and understanding
as we merge both organizations. | am looking forward to
serving you and the new Storm Lake United. September
15 will be the last day for the Chamber and SLADC and

September 16 isthe officia start of business for the new
corporation.

| want to thank Marilyn Monson for her time as
Chamber Director. Thank you to Ed O’ Toole, Finance
Guru, and Tara Bryant, Administrative Assistant, for
being great team members.

We have interviewed several peopleto fill the slots of
Office Manager and Marketing/Activities Director.

There were many qualified applicants and we will be
finalizing these positions in the next couple of weeks.

Aswe go forward, the mission statement for Storm Lake
United saysit all. Storm Lake United is aleadership
organization focused on enhancing the quality of lifein
the Storm Lake area. Storm Lake United will achieve
results by implementing creative strategies to promote
business growth and tourism.

We hope you will join us as we make thisvision a
reality!






Upcoming Community Events

September 3: BVU “The Plunge”
September 3-9: BV U/Storm Lake Scavenger Hunt
September 6: “Jump Right In” and Run
September 6: Labor Day Weekend Celebration
September 17: Thanks with Franks/Fall Festival

BVRMC 5K Walk/Run
Saturday, October 10, 2009

Men and women running together for cancer
awareness. Money raised will go to assist thosein
treatment for cancer. For more information,
call the Center for Women at (712)213-8683 or
go to www.bvrmc.org

Alzheimer’s Association Memory Walk
October 11, 2009

The walk will be representing afive county region
(Buena Vista, Clay, Dickenson, Emmet, Palo Alto)
and will be held in Spirit Lake.

Call (712)580-4236 for more information.

You arecordially invited...

Wednesday, September 2nd
10:30am
Chamber Coffee
Marilyn’s Retirement Party (at Chamber)

Wednesday, September 23rd
10:30am
Chamber Coffee
Citizens Community Credit Union

Wednesday, September 23rd
5:00pm
Business After Hour s/Ribbon Cutting
BVU Annual Campaign/Coffee Shop

Wednesday, September 30th
10:30am
Ribbon Cutting
Upper Des Moines Opportunity

Check out CVB's
Facebook page!

|Taste of Storm Lake |

Thank you to everyone who has joined us to celebrate
Taste of Storm Lake. Area non-

profits have been busy serving

dinners and making money for

their organizations. Please

continue to join us for the last

two events on the BV County

Courthouse Lawn (rain location:

Lakeside Presbyterian Church).

September’ s schedule:
Sept. 3. Genesis Development
Sept. 10: BV County Genealogical Society Library

And don't forget the Farmer's
Market at the Courthouse every
Saturday from 8am-12pm. Thurs-
day markets (4-6pm) will end
September 17th, so make sure to
stock up on your veggies!

Spanish Short Course

An evening Beginning Conversational Spanish short
course will be starting Tuesday, September 22nd at
lowa Central Community College in Storm Lake. The
class will be held for seven consecutive Tuesday
evenings from 6-8pm. Jim Osegaro, from Storm
Lake, will bethe instructor.

To register or for more information contact the lowa
Central Storm Lake Center at 732-2991.




New Teachers Luncheon

The New Teachers Luncheon was held August 11th at
BVRMC’'s Kalmer Education Center. Thank you to
Rasmussen Ford for sponsoring this event and to the
Ambassadors and members of the Storm Lake United
Board who attended. Thank you to the 44 businesses
that brought in pens, koozies, note pads, etc. to stuff in
their “Jump Right In”
gift bags. They were
overflowing! We are
impressed by your
generosity. It felt like
Christmas as people
poured in bringing
thingsto fill the bags.

Farm Bureau Financial Services, City of Storm Lake,
Security Trust and Savings Bank, Heritage Bank,
Buena Vista University, State Farm, Schuelke Auto,
Storm Lake United, Scrapbook Nite & Day, Curves,
Storm Lake Times, Stille Pierce & Pertzborn,
Buena Vista Regional Medical Center, Sugar Bowl,
MetaBank, Walgreens, Mary Kay, Edward Jones,
Citizens Community Credit Union, Color-ize,
Fitzpatrick Auto Center, Real Estate Specialists,
Siouxland Community Blood Bank, Witter Gallery,
Colburn & Elk, Centra Bank, Faith Hope & Charity,
Fitness & Health Center, Citizens 1% National Bank,
Fratzke & Jensen Funeral Home, Fas-Break,
Buena Vista Stationery & Printing, Lakeside Marina,
United Bank of lowa, Meylor Chiropractic,
Long Lines, United Community Health Center,
King's Pointe Waterpark Resort, Yoga Up!,
Faust Institute of Cosmetology, Rasmussen Ford,
Century 21: The Professional Group, Service Master,
Sports Rehab.

Last Month in Pictures

|TheCircus |

The American Crown Circus visited on August 19th
and wowed families with small animal acts, clowns,
and acrobats. Unfortunately, the 2nd performance was
cancelled due to weather. Thank you to the following:
- Fitzpatrick Auto Center for the use of their Truck
and Auto Sales Back Lot.
Garbage Hauling.
BV County Sheriff Department and SL Public
Safety for helping direct traffic.
Businesses who gave out free children’ stickets.

Got Talent?

Show off your talents at the Got Taent talent show
scheduled for Sunday, September 6. The show will be
broken down into three categories. music, dance and
open. If you can® sing or dance, try juggling or
playing the kazoo! Each entry is $20. Trophies will be
handed out to the first place finishers in each category.
The show starts at 2:00pm and goes until everyone
has performed. Pick up entry forms a Paxtons
Jewelry, Hoffman® Flower Shop or the Witter
Gallery. This event will benefit Santa's Castle. For
more information contact Ron Stevenson 732-7329.

Welcome New Member!

BRAVO Engraving

701 W. 5th Street

Storm Lake, | A 50588

(712)749-2854

www.bravoengraving.com

Personalize your products or ours. Laser engraving on
metal, wood, acrylic, glass, leather, and more. Fund-
raising ideas available.

Chamber Coffee: Health to the Max
showed off their new carpet.

Ribbon
Cutting:
United
Community
Health
Center

Business After Hours: BVRMC introduced
new doctor, Jason Huisinga



Chamber Board Members

Josh Newhouse-Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans

Mike Porsch-Hy-V ee Clinic Pharmacy
Mike Rust-Rust’s Western Shed
Cathy Grothe-Buena Vista University
Buzz Paterson-KAY L/KKIA
Pat Cowan-CommUNITY Ed

Tim Smith-Fratzke and Jensen Funeral
Home

Renea Seagren-United Community Health
Center

Dave Feddersen-MetaBank
Rhonda Ringgenberg-Paxton® Jewelry
Chris Rasmussen-Rasmussen Ford
Robin Eddy, ex officio-Ambassadors
Patti Moore, ex officio-City of Storm Lake
Marilyn Monson-Managing Director

At a Glance (cont. from p. 2)
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Steve Brashears-Real Estate Specialists
Ben Guenther-MetaBank
Jay Butterfield-Silk Screen Ink, Inc.
Dan Hegarty-MidAmerican Energy

Margaret Redenbaugh-Buena Vista
University

Todd Hudspeth-BVRMC
Butch Sadusky-Citizen’'s First National Bank
Mike Todd-Central Bank
Rhonda Christensen-1SU Extension
Bob Reno-Ranco Fertiservice
Mrylon Kizer-Tyson Fresh Meats
Ben Dvergsten-Security Trust &
Savings Bank
Ken Davis-BV Stationery & Printing
Scott Anderson-Buena Vista University
Stacey Eddie-State Farm Insurance
Paul Merten, ex officio-Board of Supervisors
Mike Wilson, ex officio-City Administration
Gary Laone-Executive Director
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| want to thank all of those great volunteers that make the Chamber what
it is. Without your support things just would not have happened. It takes
commitment from all the members to make a difference. You have great
ideas and those ideas need to be shared with your fellow business
partners in Storm Lake. With the new organization, Storm Lake United,
there is the opportunity for members to think out of the box and be ready
to try new ideas. Get ready to “Jump Right In!”

See you around!
Marilyn

oming September 16, 200..,

Web Trends Report:
Chamber Website
August Visits: 2,148

Top pages.

Attractions

Visitors Guide
Business Guide
Chamber Information
Calendar
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